
PRESS RELEASE 

1/2 

PALFINGER delivers cranes for the Pacific Patrol Boat Replacement 
Project (PPBR)   
  

PALFINGER’s marine business and local sales and service partner PALFINGER 

Australia have been working on yet another big order for long-term customer Austal. 

By 2023, a total of 21 PK15500M foldable knuckle boom cranes will be delivered to the 

renowned Australian shipbuilder. The order, for which Austal is designing 21 

Guardian Class Patrol Boats, serves 13 Pacific Island Nations safeguarding the sea. 

 

The PPBR project, in turn, is part of the Commonwealth’s Pacific Maritime Security Program 

(PMSP), aiming to enhance maritime security cooperation across the South Pacific. As to 

each ocean operator, reliable deck cranes are indispensable to the new patrol boats. Since 

2018, PALFINGER has already equipped 9 of Austal’s new 39.5 m steel hull boat designs 

with the well-proven foldable knuckle boom cranes. These fulfill multiple lifting applications 

while at sea or at anchorage. 

 

Number one and multiple-award winning crane supplier 

 

Having been multiply awarded the title of “best crane supplier” by the maritime journal 

Ausmarine, PALFINGER Australia is the preferred choice for supplying marine cranes and 

services to the high-profile vessel market in in ”Down Under”. Not for nothing was 

PALFINGER repeatedly entrusted with supporting Austal, this time with the PPBR project. 

“Palfinger has been a long-term supplier of Austal and our various Patrol Boat platforms, with 

the Guardian Class Patrol Boats (GCPB) being the latest successful project”, underlines 

Nathan Foster, Senior Procurement Specialist at Austal. 

 

“Steve Lloyds and Mick Stone from PALFINGER Australia and we are very proud that Austal 

has given us yet another possibility to support them with this large-scale project not only as a 

reliable crane supplier, but also as their lifecycle support partner”, adds Franz Schnöll, 

PALFINGERs Sales Director Marine- and Wind Cranes. 

 

 

ABOUT PALFINGER MARINE  

 

As a global partner for innovative and reliable deck equipment and lifesaving appliances, 

PALFINGER MARINE supplies high-quality products to fulfill standardized and customized 
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demands. Supported worldwide by a network of experienced and skilled specialists, we 

provide flexible and efficient service solutions. Our portfolio gives a competitive edge for 

customers in the maritime and offshore industry.  

  

For further information please contact:  

Eva-Maria Wimmer | Marketing & Communication | PALFINGER MARINE  

T +43 662 4684 | marketing-marine@palfinger.com 

  

Text and corresponding image material are available under the “Media” tab on 

www.palfingermarine.com. 
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